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The spring campaign itself began with a bitter dis-
appointment for her. Frederick had marched into
Bohemia and defeated her armies at Lobositz on the left
bank of the Elbe. General Browne, in command of the
Austrian troops, was fatally wounded, and her troops
withdrew to Prague, where they were immediately sur-
rounded by the Prussians. Despite this defeat, however,
the Austrians had inflicted losses on the Prussians
almost equal to those they had suffered themselves, and
Frederick and his officers realised that the new Austrian
army " was different from the army they had formerly
faced/'

Prague was besieged for the third time since Maria
Theresa succeeded her father. She was near despair.
" I cannot too strongly impress upon your minds/' she
wrote to her officers in the besieged city, " that the
troops will incur everlasting disgrace should they not
effect what the French, in the last war, performed with
far inferior numbers. The security of Bohemia, of my
other hereditary dominions, and of the Empire itself,
depends on the gallant defence and the preservation of
Prague. The army under the command of General
Daun is daily strengthening and will soon be in condition
to raise the siege/'

Prague did not surrender, but the reports of the
Prussians' cruel and persistent siege roused sympathy
for Maria Theresa and fear of Frederick all over Europe.
Red-hot cannon-balls were shot into the city, and
naturally the food supply was cut off by the Prussian.
Before the city was forced to surrender, however,
General Daun reached Kollin, not far from Prague,
and Frederick was forced to withdraw his troops from
the Bohemian capital.

The battle of Eollin, on June 18, 1757, was an over-